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O
ne sixth of an inch. That w

as all that kept M
ilorad 

C
avic from

 a gold m
edal. Take out a ruler and look at 

that tiny am
ount. That is how

 close it w
as in the 2008 

Beijing O
lym

pics 100-m
eter butterfly w

hen Serbian 
sw

im
m

er M
ilorad C

avic lost to M
ichael Phelps, w

ho 
w

as on his w
ay to 8 gold m

edals. N
o one rem

em
bers 

C
avic’s 

nam
e, 

but 
everyone 

rem
em

bers 
M

ichael 
Phelps. W

ould they have if Phelps had lost that race? 
O

ne sixth of an inch separated him
 from

 the m
ost gold 

m
edals any person had ever w

on in a single O
lym

pics, 
and w

hat sealed his legacy as perhaps - not just the 
greatest sw

im
m

er, but the greatest athlete - of all tim
e. 

O
ne 

sixth 
of 

an 
inch 

separated 
greatness 

from
 

obscurity. 

W
ill Fairbanks be the sam

e? W
hat w

ill Fairbanks’ 
legacy 

be? 
Fairbanks, 

through 
its 

com
m

unity 
foundation, is closing in on a huge m

ilestone of its ow
n: 

$1 m
illion in our G

rantm
aking Endow

m
ent Fund. W

e 
quite recently could only have dream

t of the day w
e 

w
ould be just “that close” to the $1 m

illion m
ark – not 

just in the total of all of our endow
ed funds - but in our 

G
rantm

aking Endow
m

ent alone. As a refresher, G
H

C
F 

has 
tw

o 
endow

m
ent 

funds: 
our 

G
rantm

aking 
Endow

m
ent and our O

perating Endow
m

ent.  

W
hy does it m

atter that w
e are so close to this 

m
ilestone? Because it m

eans m
ore m

oney for m
ore 

good w
orks for our com

m
unity. There’s the long and 

short 
of 

it. 
The 

m
ore 

funds 
in 

the 
G

rantm
aking 

Endow
m

ent, the m
ore interest it earns, the m

ore w
e 

can grant out into the com
m

unity.  This past year it 
m

eant over $30,000 to w
orthw

hile causes in our tow
n. 

N
o fundraisers had to be held, no events planned, no 

sw
eat equity – just m

oney, invested to m
ake m

oney – 
to do good things in our com

m
unity. This goes to the 

very heart of w
ho w

e are, our goal:  

 
The G

olden Heart C
om

m
unity Foundation’s focus 

is to build a lasting endow
m

ent w
ith com

m
unity 

donations to support causes that Interior A
laskans 

care about. 
 In January 2013, w

hen w
e started the G

olden H
eart 

C
om

m
unity Foundation, w

e could only dream
 of the 

day w
hen our endow

m
ents w

ould be $100,000, then a 
quarter of a m

illion, then a half, and now
 w

e are just so 
close to a m

illion ($195,000 aw
ay).  It’s w

ithin reach; 
it’s the light at the end of the tunnel; it’s the finish line.  
 

W
e need your help to get there and w

e know
 w

e 
can count on our com

m
unity to close the gap, because 

Fairbanks is w
orth it. W

e know
 it. W

e know
 you know

 
it. Investing and saving for our future is w

orth it. W
e 

know
 

you 
w

ant 
the 

G
olden 

H
eart 

C
om

m
unity 

Foundation to reach this goal so that our com
m

unity 
thrives. Let’s m

ake sure Fairbanks gets this gold and 
doesn’t m

iss the m
ark by just one sixth of an inch. 

                                                    - Jo A
. Kuchle, C

hair 
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    G
H

C
F sponsored the lunch for the volunteers at the 

C
O

VID
-19 Vaccination C

linic at the C
arlson C

enter on 
April 21. Pictured are tw

o of our G
C

H
F Advisory Board 

m
em

bers, w
ho w

ere also clinic volunteers, Karen M
ilam

 
(L) and Paula Earp (R

). 
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To D
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T
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B
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m
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